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A FEW WORDS ABOUT BRUSSELS



BRUSSELS
= 1.200.000 INHABITANTS
= Regional governement



BRUSSELS
= 19 communes/districts



CITY OF BRUSSELS
= 174.000 INHABITANTS
= Local governement



A FEW WORDS ABOUT ME



BART DHONDT
Alderman in charge of:

• Mobility
• Public works
• Parking



WHAT WE DID DURING THE COVID19 CRISIS:
« Quick wins »
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WHAT WE JUST KEPT DOING 
DURING THE COVID19 CRISIS:

« BUSINESS AS USUAL »
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mobilité comme levier pour mieux vivre en ville

pourquoi ?comment ?
→ hiérarchisation des voiries (cf. réseaux Good 

Move)

→ boucles

→ filtres de trafic



















A FEW WORDS ABOUT THE 
CENTRAL LANES PROJECT



A brief history and context

The debate about mobility in the  historical Central Zone in Brussel is not new but started
over 20 years ago. 
In the ‘50-’60-’70 dramatical infrastructure projects change the face of the city

1 N-S railtunnel

2 (pre)metro
3 Central Station
4 Expo 58 



A brief history and context

Since ‘80 there is a (slight) turn in the debate
Activisme and strengthening of Brussels image helps ‘reclaim’ public space

1 Zinnekeparade

2 First trafic plan for city centre (1989)
3 First Contrats de Quartier 
4 Grand Place  is no longer car park



A brief history and context

In 2003 start with study for improvement for the ‘Central Lanes’
In 2009 decision for first extention of pedestrian zone around Grand-Place

1 First study for Central Lanes (2003)

2 First extensionpedestrian zone (2009)
3 Reducing trafic on Central Lanes Contrats de Quartier 

4 Improving public space Grand Place  areea no longer car park



A brief history and context

The Central Lanes become more and more a public issue
Since 2003 multiple options but no official decision
Pic nic the streets mouvement and other ‘public’ initiatives

1 Pic Nic the streets

2 Pic nic Place de la Bourse
3 Anspark
4 Other divers propositions

First study for Central Lanes (2003)



A brief history and context

29 june 2015 start Trafic Scheme and Pedestrian Zone on Central Lanes
Summer of 2015 a lot of activities on the spot to make Brussels ‘re-appropriate’ their Lanes

Summer 2016 works start for renewal De Brouckère square and activities around Bourse
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The Trafic Scheme

After the modeling process -> political discussions early 2015.
In march 2015 final scenario

Temporary design for test
(8 months)

Start 29/06/2015

‘light’ works on network
Adapting bus network
Communication
Passes for inhabitants and other categories
Police and other emergency services
GPS
…



The Trafic Scheme

Reprofiling the inner city road 
network

Adapting bus stops (and 
rerouting buslines)

Markings, trafic lights, 
roadsigns,…
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The Trafic Scheme

Communication campaign
Website, call centre, infosessions for stakeholders and inhabitants
Call centre from spring 2015->automn 2015
Passes for users in pedestrian zones
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The Pedestrian Zone



The Pedestrian Zone

Central part of the Central Lanes

Other parts planned later
(A Max, Lemonnier)

Inner Ring Road planned by Regional
Administration

Pre metro transformed to metro



The Pedestrian Zone

Central part of the Central Lanes

Link between existing Pedestian Zone and 
other reduced trafic zones

Create en identifies squares
Fontainas – Bourse – De Brouckère



The Pedestrian Zone

Extention of existing pedestrian zone around Grand-Place
Central Lanes = urban barrier between eastern and western part  (1400 cars in rush hour)
Very poor quality of public space, low quality of shopping/horeca/other activities
Initial goal (sanitation of overcrowded areas) completely bypassed because of car trafic



The Pedestrian Zone

Central part of the Central Lanes



The Pedestrian Zone

De Brouckère Square



The Pedestrian Zone

De Brouckère Square



The Pedestrian Zone

A green walking Boulevard



The Pedestrian Zone

A green walking Boulevard



The Pedestrian Zone

Bourse Square



The Pedestrian Zone

Bourse Square



The Pedestrian Zone

Fontainas Square



The Pedestrian Zone

Fontainas Square



Evaluation – First Lessons

Pedestrians

x2,5

2014 2015

Between 10.000 and 14.000
pedestrians on the Central Lanes per
day in 2014
Between 27.000 and 38.000
pedestrians on the Central Lanes per
day in 2015.

In the immediate zone around the
Central Lanes significant increase
In the other areas of the Pentagon no
significant difference

MATIN SOIR
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Evaluation – First Lessons

Cyclists

From 200 cyclists on the Central Lanes in 
2013 to 414 in 2015 during morning peak
From 206 cyclists on the Central Lanes in 
2013 to 315 in 2015 during evening peak

HPM

2013
HPS

HPM

2015
HPS

x2,0

x1,5

MATIN SOIR

General increase in cyclist numbers in the 
immediate zone around the Central Lanes

Very clear link with quality of 
infrastructure

Good cohabitation between pedestrians 
and cyclists ; no accident reports
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Evaluation – First Lessons
Motorised trafic

General decrease of motorised trafic in 
Central Zone

No or few trafic ‘report’ from former 
Central Lanes to Central Zone

Problems with high speed in the evening
and at night

Partly trafic report from Central Lanes to 
upper inner city (270 car of 1400)

Light increase of trafic but in low density
areas

Zone around Central Station needs fine 
tuning (in study now)

MATIN SOIR

MATIN SOIR



Evaluation – First Lessons

Parking

Parking capacity in Pentagone
On street parking +/-13000
Off street parking +/- 12000
Total +/- 25000 emplacements

Pedestrian Zone and Trafic Schema -370 

Increase in parking for disabled

Important increase in zones for deliveries around the extended pedestrian zone
In the pedestrian zone extended delivery hours 04:00 -11:00

=

-2,8%

+27,5%
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Evaluation – First Lessons

Taxi

Grouping of several small taxistations in 3 main taxipools atborders of pedestrian zone
Taxis have 24/24 acces to pedestrian zone
No through going taxi trafic (internal circulation sheme for pedestrian zone)

General service improved
Problems with speed of Taxi trafic

Sector ask for more (smaller) pools, eventualy temporay (night)

2014

+14%
2015
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Evaluation – First Lessons

Airquality

Study of air quality based on measered ‘Black Carbon’ in the Pedestrian Zone show 
important increase of air quality

Fixed stations all over the Brussels Region (including in the Pentagone) show no 
difference in air quality around the Pedestrian Zone

-63,69%
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Conclusion

Very positive results in general

More attention for communication needed

-when/what/where/…

-timing of works for Pedestrian Zone
-Type of communication for access to inner city (towards car users)
-Timing of types of  communication
-communicationlink between Centra Lanes and Trafic Scheme

Difficult evalution due to ‘events’ other than circulation sheme

-Brussels Lockdown
-Closing of tunnels on main road network
- Brussels attacks)
-> which effect arer directly linked to pedestrian zone  and Central Lanes

Because of central location all ‘mobility’ problems converge ; the discussion is NOT about 
the pedestrian zone but about the mobilty policy in general in Belgium



Conclusion

Pro-car and anti-car lobbygroups find each other in oppostion to the project

-one group against reducing car space
-one group against

Existing problems become ‘suddenly’ more acute and more visual

-asocial behavour in public space (drinking, vandalisme,…)
-commercial aspects
-dirty/dangerous/
-’lack’ of bicycle infrastructure
-…

‘before everything was better/perfect’ phenomena

-very important to communicate/keep data about initial mobility situation
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