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Leading the Walking Movement 

Global Representation for Walking: Climate, SDGs, Road Safety, Health 

International Conference Series:  #Walk21Ireland September 2022 

International Charter for Walking 

Walkability .App 

Training, Resources, Network, Knowledge
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Freedom ?



Who’s freedom? 



Who’s freedom? 



Who’s freedom? 



Who’s freedom? 



9

Malta



Market Forces? Individual Choice? Legislation?



Bremen



Bremen



United Kingdom 
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New York
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Moscow
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London 

Car Streets 

People Streets Foster and Partners



Auckland 



Auckland



Liveable = Walkable 

“Walkability is the extent to which the built 
environment supports and encourages 
walking by providing for pedestrian comfort 
and safety, connecting people with varied 
destinations within a reasonable time and 
effort, and offering visual interest in journeys 
throughout the network”

Michael Southworth 
Professor Emeritus City and Regional Planning 
UC Berkeley



A Walkable City

A walkable City supports all the people 
walking already AND entices more short 
distance trips to be walked by people who 
have a choice to motorise instead. 



QUESTION MEASURE

1 How much are people walking? Activity

2 Is it safe to walk? Safety

3 Are people within walking distance of public transport? Accessibility

4 Is it comfortable to walk? Comfort

5 Is there policy to support walking? Policy
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How satisfied are people with the walking experience? Satisfaction 

What do we need to know?



3. Accessibility

• % of people within 500m of public 
transport (SDG11.2) 

• % of people within 500m of key places 
where people are walking most  



4. Comfort

% of streets with minimum pedestrian 
standard:   
• Space to walk 
• Safe crossings 
• Appropriate speed

https://annehidalgo2020.com/



6. Satisfaction

Give communities the opportunity to map 
their concerns with the existing walking 
experience so that authorities can respond 
and quantify the impact.





8 Steps to Walkable Cities

INVESTPLANASSESSRESEARCH
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Next Steps

1. Invite the Mayor to sign the International 
Charter for Walking 

2. Collect data for the indicators  

3. Invite citizens to map the cities 
walkability 

4. Engage those with responsibility for 
walkability in a workshop 

5. Plan to gain momentum for longer term 
and permanent changes and investment. 

https://walk21.com/resources/international-charter-for-walking/
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Pathways to Walkable Cities (coming soon!)
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Thank you! 

Bronwen Thornton 
CEO Walk21 

@bronwenthornton 

@walk21network 

www.walk21.com


